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MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

FEBRUARY 20, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.

COUNCIL CHAMBERS / CITY HALL
MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 6:03 p.m. by Vice-Chairperson Gonyou.  

ROLL CALL was taken by Recording Secretary Marty Stinson

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Vice-Chairperson Vincent Gonyou; Secretary Philip Hathaway; Commissioners James Eaton; Matthew Van Epps; and Gary Wilson.
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Chairperson Scott Newman and Commissioner Lance Omer.
OTHERS PRESENT:   Ms. Sarah Warren-Riley, Housing Program Manager; Mr. John Beilfuss, Lula’s Louisiana Cookhouse, 113 S. Washington St.; Mr. David Dann, Family Life Services, 224 N. Ball Street.
AGENDA APPROVAL:  Motion by Commissioner Van Epps, supported by Commissioner Eaton to approve the agenda for February 20, 2013 as presented.
Yeas:  All.  Motion was passed.

MINUTES APPROVAL:  Motion by Commissioner Hathaway, supported by Commissioner Wilson to approve the minutes for the meeting of January 16, 2013.
Yeas:  All.  Motion was passed.

COMMUNICATIONS:

1) Staff Memorandum

2) Meeting minutes of January 16, 2013 
3) Draft of National Register of Historic Places Nomination

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None.
ITEMS OF BUSINESS:

1) Election of officers (Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary)
Motion by Commissioner Van Epps, supported by Commissioner Wilson, to nominate Scott Newman as Chairman; Vincent Gonyou as Vice-Chairman; and Philip Hathaway as Secretary to serve for a term of approximately one year, ending at the next annual meeting in September, 2013 for the Owosso Downtown Historic District Commission.  
Yeas:  All.  Motion was passed.

2) 113 S. Washington St. – sign installation application
Ms. Sarah Warren-Riley, Housing Program Manager, distributed sample materials and the sample sign for this address.  Mr. John Beilfuss, applicant for Lula’s Louisiana Cookhouse, 113 S. Washington Street said that he will be applying for a grant to upgrade the sign and that is why this sign had to come to a Downtown Historic District Commission meeting, rather than just a staff approval per Mr. Adam Zettel’s recommendation.  The sign will cover the entire area above the awning in the marquee area.

Motion by Commissioner Hathaway, supported by Commissioner Van Epps, that the Owosso Downtown Historic District Commission, finding that the exterior improvements at 113 S. Washington Street meets all the Secretary of the Interiors Standards, as well as local standards, hereby directs staff to issue a certificate of appropriateness for the work and building permit application as applied for and illustrated.

Yeas:  All.  Motion was passed.

3) 224 N. Ball St. – door replacement application
Mr. David Dann representing the applicant from Family Life Services liked the old doors except for their apparent lack of security with the glass so close to the locks.  The new metal door would be insulated and secure.  Discussion continued about the building being non-contributing; and replacement elements should be with like elements unless there is a dramatic price differential.  The current doors are wood.  Mr. Dann had no information regarding a wood door replacement.  It was recommended that the applicant return with a proposal for wood replacement doors. If the wood doors are found to be cost prohibitive, Mr. Dann may come before the board next month to present a hardship request.
Motion by Commissioner Hathaway, supported by Commissioner Eaton to authorize Ms. Warren-Riley to determine if a resubmission for a wooden door is appropriate with raised panels and windows.  
Yeas:  All.  Motion was passed.

4) Review of Draft of National Register of Historic Places Nomination 

Ms. Warren-Riley commented this is the first draft review and asked if there were any comments.  Commissioner Hathaway said the organization was not very user friendly; there was no table of contents; they zig-zagged across streets instead of going up one side and down the other.  Commissioner Wilson stated that he worked on the original document and it was challenging.  They had to work very fast.  The national submission is much more professional and proper.  It feels cleaner and more accurate.  
Discussion continued – the format is inconsistent and has grammatical errors; Jimbo’s rather than Jumbo’s; some buildings should be contributing.  224 N. Ball - this building should be noted as one of the oldest buildings in the city.  120 – 122 W Exchange – it wasn’t mentioned that it was already on the National Register.  The Wesener Building, Paragraph 2, Line 1 – grammar; Page 5, paragraph 3 – missing the letter b; 207-209 N Washington – The Osburn Building used to have a third story by Capitan’s Restaurant.  

Ms. Warren-Riley will report these comments to SHPO.
Public / Board Comments:  None
ADJOURNMENT:



Motion by Commissioner Hathaway, supported by Commissioner Gonyou to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m. until March 20, 2013.
Yeas all.  Motion carried.







_____________________________







Phil Hathaway, Secretary
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